
Sanford Dole

poems by

Mary Child

Elmwood Perspectives

The title of this work refers to the Elmwood district of Berkeley, California, where I grew up. 

It was the home of poet, Mary Child, as well. I met her when I was a child attending St. John's 

Presbyterian Church. We had an affinity for one another as she had been a singer in her youth.

When she was a young adult she lost partial hearing and had to stop singing. As a result, she

redirected her creative energy into writing poetry. One day, when I was in high school, and she 

already in her late eighties, I received an invitation to stop by her house. There she presented me

with a book of her poems titled Mosaic in the Rain that had been published locally. It is from this 

volume that the four poems of the cycle are taken. The two of us, from different generations but 

the same neighborhood, come together to offer our view of the world: Elmwood Perspectives.
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